Child!protection!continues!to!be!a!pressing!social!problem.!Robust!and!relevant!research!is!essential! in!order!to!ensure!that!the!scale!and!nature!of!child!maltreatment!is!understood!and!preventative! and!protective!measures!are!effective.!This!paper!reports!selected!results!from!a!mapping!review!of! research!conducted!in!the!UK!
'

Background'
The!complexity!of!child!protection!has!grown!significantly!in!recent!decades!creating!challenges!for! the!development!of!social!policies,!professional!practices!and!a!research!agenda.!Awareness!of!the! scale!of!child!maltreatment!has!increased!and!a!broader!range!of!abusive!practices!have!come!to! public!attention,!together!with!the!pressing!need!to!address!issues!of!historic!abuse.!Harmful!risks!to! 
Substantive'topics'in'child'protection'research'
Eleven!categories!of!substantive!topic!were!developed.!These!are!described!in! et'al.,!2013) ,!Australia! (Higgins!et'al.,!2005) !and!Ireland! (Buckley!et'al.,!2010) !differ,!making! comparison!of!findings!difficult.!That!said,!some!common!emerging!themes!from!these!studies!are! notable.!The!studies,!like!this!one,!share!a!common!concern!with!the!evident!lack!of!an!integrated! 
